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confronted, the odds normally are in favour of the gun
It is small, stationary, and hidden. The tanks are large
and mobile, and have at some time or other normally to
come over a sky-line. At that moment the gun opens fire
at very great speed. If its crew works well, and unless by
some chance one of the tanks happens to spot it at once,
the whole three are doomed. Of course in warfare on
a large scale it is probable that tanks would only be sent
out in numbers after a preliminary bombardment with
heavier tanks behind them putting up a barrage so as to
disconcert anti-tank gun crews and keep them from being
in a position of watchful observation until too late But
the anti-tank gun has definitely come to stay in the
modern army as a weapon to accompany at least every
battalion, if not every company.
These conclusions were visible from the ordinary ob-
servations of any war correspondent who himself had had
any experience of military matters. I always took the
greatest care never to intrude into what were obviously
private affairs, or to notice and mark the calibre of guns,
the size and weight of tanks or their speed, or the type
of aeroplanes and the emplacement of anti-aircraft guns
I could not see that such secret technical details would
be of interest to newspaper readers. When the military
history of the Spanish Civil War comes to be written—and
there are many, not necessarily Spanish, who will try their
hand at it—the historians will probably ha\ e a wealth of
detail on matters now secret, but which owing to lapse
of time will by then have become public property. In
Spain, at least, it is best not to be ahead of one's time.

